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Remember, you may choose your sin, but you cannot choose the consequences. 
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Windmills to rise in Alegria, Cebu

On March 30, the Program on Awards and Incentives for Service 
Excellence (PRAISE) Committee once again facilitated the 
distribution of tokens of appreciation as performance incentives to 
qualified employees of the Provincial Government of Cavite, in 
recognition of their excellent delivery of public service.
 The ceremony was attended by Vice Governor Ram Revilla 
Bautista, along with members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan, who 
expressed their appreciation for the employees’ hard work, loyalty, and 
valuable contributions to efficient and effective governance.
 The event also served as a celebration for employees who 
marked their birthdays in the month of March. — OPIO
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EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH ART. Deputy Commissioner Emmanuel Luis Licup (IAG), and Director John Simon 
(Administration Office) lead the culmination of National Women’s Month with an art exhibit highlighting the Bureau’s talented 
personnel. The event featured the creative works of District Collector Maita S. Acevedo (Port of Davao), Customs Operations 
Officer V Lyka Roxas-Mohammad (OCOM), and Engr. Ely C. Condat (Port of Manila), with a special guest message from Atty. 
Ma. Theresa Leonardo-Ampon, President of the Filipino Advocates for Visual Arts (FAVA), Inc. The exhibit serves as a tribute 
to the resilience, leadership, and invaluable contributions of women in public service and nation-building. (BELOW PHOTO) A 
NEW CHAPTER FOR PORT OF SUBIC. Outgoing District Collector Noel C. Estanislao formally turns over the leadership of the 
Bureau of Customs – Port of Subic to incoming District Collector Arnaldo M. Saulong during a ceremony held on March 30, 
2026. Collector Saulong, formerly the Director of the Trade Information and Risk Analysis Office, succeeds Collector 
Estanislao, who now takes on his new role as Acting Director of the Enforcement and Security Service (ESS). (Sensei Ryu)
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Congressman Roy M. Loyola, a brother Mason, served as 
Inspirational Speaker during the 11th Public Installation of Officers 
of Silang Masonic Lodge No. 416, F.&A.M., where he conveyed his 
congratulations to the newly installed officers and highlighted 
leadership anchored on unity, integrity, and service.
 The ceremony was graced by RW Robert Joseph S. Moran Jr., 
Deputy Grand Master of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of the Philippines, who delivered the Keynote Address.
 Leading the Lodge for Masonic Year 2026 are WM Marco Louie 
J. Bataclan, Worshipful Master; Bro. Ronald G. Descallar, Senior 
Warden; and Bro. Carlos C. Villarias Jr., Junior Warden.
 Mabuhay ang Silang Masonic Lodge No. 416! Mabuhay ang 
Masoneriya! #AmaNgCarsigma #20thCongress

11th Moving Up Ceremony of Dasmariñas East Integrated High School at the City of 
Dasmariñas Arena: With the theme: ‘Filipino Graduates: Prepared to Lead with 
Competence and Character,’ we honor the hard work, resilience, and growth of our 
completers. Congratulations, completers! May you continue to strive, dream bigger, 
and lead with integrity and excellence. #SulongNaSulongPaDasmariñas 
#OnwardForwardCityofDasmariñas
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that the provincial government is willing to cover hauling 
and transportation costs from identified source regions.
 Newly installed National Food Authority in Central 
Visayas (NFA-7) Acting Regional Manager Liza Balagot 
disclosed that the NFA central office initially allocated only 
2,000 sacks for Cebu.
 Balagot noted that Cebu May source additional 
supply from Registereds 4 and 6.
 Baricuatro directed the Provincial Agriculture 
Office (PAO) to immediately dispatch the rice upon arrival 
to prevent delays and avoid spoilage in warehouses.
 The rice program involves a partnership with the 
Food Terminal INC.(FTI) with NFA committed to 
maintaining adequate buffer stock for food security and 
disaster response.
 Qualified beneficiaries May purchase up to 30 
kilos of rice per month, with a maximum of 10 kilos per 
transaction. Rice farmers May buy up to 50 kilos monthly, 

Rico Osmeña

ON THE WATCH
hile Cebu City has began its roll out for Benteng 
Bigas, Cebu Province will have it on April 15.
 Cebu Governor Pamela Baricuatro W

explained that the rice supply for the province still have to 
be transported to Cebu. The province targets 20,000 sacks 
of rice to be sold at ₱20 per kilo.
 "We have to make sure that we are food-secure 
here in Cebu, especially rice," the governor said, adding 

while fisherfolk are limited to 10 kilos.
 Beneficiaries must present valid sector-specific 
IDs, such as senior citizen IDs issued by the Office of 
Senior Citizens Affairs; PWD IDs from the Persons with 
Disability Affairs Office or Department of Social Welfare and 
Development; and 4Ps beneficiary certification. Transport 
workers must show identification issued or endorsed by the 
LTFRB-7 or their respective LGUs.
 Please watch and listen to Karon SUGBO or 
TODAY CEBU business news and public affairs radio 
program over Rico Osmeña/ Daily Tribune livestream/ 
DYLA Cebu radio 909khz AM band every 11 00am-12 00nn 
from Mondays to Fridays. Hosted by yours truly RICO 
MIRASOL OSMEÑA.
 For informations/ comments/ suggestions/ 
advises/ complaints/ feedback please email  at 
rico.osmena@yahoo.com or text at 09273788432. Thank 
you so much. GOD bless our FAMILIES!

Gigawatt(1GW) of renewable energy capacity within the 
next five years. Cebu Governor Pamela Baricuatro 
welcomed such development as indeed Cebu province 
needed much power supply for the growing demand on 
consumers and businesses.
 This will be Cebu's first-ever wind turbines, 
positioning it as a new frontier for clean and sustainable 
energy.
 "We are excited to develop our first wind project in 
Cebu, which marks a significant step in expanding our 
renewable energy portfolio into the Visayas grid," said 
Alternergy president Gerry Magbanua,in a recent meeting 
with Baricuatro.
 Aside from Alegria, Alternergy has four other 

Windmills to rise in Alegria, Cebu
n 80 Megawatts Windmill Power project in Alegria, 
Cebu has finally been approved by President 
Ferdinand Marcos JR. after years of delay.
 In an exclusive interview with Alegria Vice 

A
projects nearing completion namely: the 4.6MW Dupinga 
run-of-river project in Nueva Ecija, the 28-MW Solana Solar 
project in Bataan, the 128-MW Tanay Wind project in Rizal, 
and the 64-MW Alabat Wind in Quezon Province.
 Alternergy aims to achieve at least 500MW of 
clean energy capacity by next year which begins with a 
landmark undertaking in southern Cebu.
 On April 1,2026, President Marcos Jr. has signed 
two new petroleum service Contracts that will allow industry 
players to explore additional indigenous resources in Cebu 
and Leyte. SC No. 89 was awarded to Indonesia-based oil 
and gas firm Texcal Energy Mahato INC.
 Texcal Energy aims to revive the Alegria Oil and 
Gas Field after three years of dormancy.
 Full operation is expected by 2028. (By RICO 
MIRASOL OSMEÑA)

Mayor Verna Magallon, she said " DOE( Department of 
Energy) has been updating us regularly about this 
development."
 "Mayor Maggie Magallon had visited their office 
3X including last month," the vice mayor added.
 The project has been suspended due to 
ownership transition from MC Project Solutions Inc. to 
Alternergy Holdings Corporation.
 The project involves an estimated capital 
investment of ₱7.93 billion and its goal is to produce 1 

grid links, our energy leaders have left us at the mercy of 
global volatility," he added.
 It is urged that Cebu's primary power distributors-- 
Visayan Electric, Cebu Electric Cooperative(CEBECO), 
and Mactan Electric Company (MECO)-- to increase the 
share of indigenous renewable energy in their supply 
portfolios.
 "Our utilities are currently tethered to a sinking 
ship," he stressed.
 "With the Asian index for natural gas jumping 
150% to $25/MMBtu and coal surging to $140 per metric 
ton, the 'pass-through' pricing system is hitting Cebuanos 
directly in the pocket. We demand that Visayan Electric, 
CEBECO, and MECO stop doubling down on coal and gas. 
They must contract more local solar, wind, and geothermal 

Cebu Power players urged to use RE
he Cebu Electricity Rights Advocates (CERA) urged 
on Thursday local distribution utilities and the 
National Grid Corporation of the Philippines (NGCP) 
to prioritize Philippine-grown renewable energy to 

T
power -- sources that don't increase in price just because 
there is a conflict in the Middle East," Chua narrated.
 Currently, over 80 percent in the country's energy 
mix remains dependent on coal, Liquified Natural 
Gas(LNG) , and oil.
 Around 50 percent of Cebu's local generation 
comes from coal plants in the cities of Naga and Toledo, 
leaving the province vulnerable to "war-time" pricing.
 CERA has called on NGCP to accelerate the 
upgrade of interconnections between Cebu, Negros, and 
Mindanao.
 "Cebu is surrounded by renewable-r ich 
neighbors, yet we are starving for affordable power," Chua 
said.
 Negros has a surplus of solar and geothermal 
while Mindanao has vast untapped renewable potential. 
(By RICO MIRASOL OSMEÑA)

shield consumers from the skyrocketing fuel prices.
 CERA Convenor Nathaniel Chua told DAILY 
TRIBUNE cited on heavy reliance on imported fossil fuel 
would make Cebu "dangerously exposed" to the conflict in 
Iran that had already destabilized global benchmarks.
 "When crude oil jumps from $70 to $110 per 
barrel, our peaking power plants-- which we rely on during 
the hot summer months- become prohibitively expensive," 
Chua said.
 "This is a man-made crisis. By failing to transition 
to indigenous renewables and failing to build the necessary 

Cybercrime Prevention Act.
 Gomez said there will be “zero tolerance for those 
who maliciously and deliberately commit these acts to 
advance their personal or political vested interest.”
 “Any attempt to mislead the public about energy 
security, supply or pricing to sow confusion will be treated 
as a serious offense,” he stressed.
 The Palace media arm also said it has intensified 
monitoring of social media platforms and information 
channels to detect and counter disinformation campaigns, 
particularly those that may mislead the public on energy 
supply, pricing and security.
 Gomez said the agency’s anti-fake news desk, in 
coordination with the Department of Justice, is prepared to 
file charges against individuals found spreading deceptive 
information or attempting to manipulate markets.
 President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has declared a 
one-year state of national energy emergency as the 
government implements measures to address the impact 
of global oil price volatility amid tensions in the Middle East.
 The PCO urged the public to rely on official 
sources and verified information, emphasizing the need for 
responsible use of social media.
 “To every Filipino on social media: Stop and think 
before you post or hit ‘share’,” Gomez said.
 "In these difficult times, sharing unverified posts 

ANILA – Malacañang (PCO) on Sunday warned 
against the spread of fake news related to the 
country’s energy situation, saying violators will face M

legal consequences.
 I n  a  s t a t e m e n t ,  A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t i a l 
Communications Office (PCO) Secretary Dave Gomez 
said individuals who deliberately fabricate and disseminate 
false information to exploit the ongoing energy challenges 
will be held accountable “to the fullest extent of the law.”
 “Spreading fake news and disinformation 
undermines public trust, destabilizes our economy and 
threatens the welfare of every Filipino,” Gomez said.
 The statement came after the Palace flagged a 
viral social media post that urged the public to stock power 
banks, solar equipment, flashlights, candles, food, 
medicine and water for an “energy lockdown” starting April 
20. The post also encouraged users to share the 
information.
 Another post announcing an “emergency 
lockdown” starting April 10 also made its rounds on social 
media, supposedly due to the Covid-19 Cicada variant, a 
post the Department of Health denied.
 He reminded the public that publishing false news 
is punishable under Article 154 of the Revised Penal Code, 
with penalties of up to six months imprisonment. When 
committed online, penalties may be doubled under the 

PCO: Zero tolerance for fake news peddlers amid energy emergency

Acting Presidential Communications Office Secretary Dave Gomez 
(File photo)

 Effective April 18, the CPA will implement the 
following measures:
*40% discount on Berthing fees for domestic vessels 
calling at Cebu ports.
*40% discount on anchorage fees for domestic vessels 
within CPA jurisdiction.
*Suspension of roll-on/roll-off wharfage fees for cargo 
vehicles transporting purely agricultural products, including 
6- wheelers, prime movers without trailer (7,600-15,000 
kg); 8-wheelers, tank lorries, and 10-wheel straight trucks 

CPA suspends port charges for 2 months
he Cebu Port Authority (CPA) announced on 
Thursday that it will providing discounts and 
suspensing the collection of port charges for two 
months to mitigate the impact of rising fuel prices on 

T
(20,000-25,000kg); and 10-wheel prime movers with 
trailers (26,000 kg and above).
*Suspension of passenger terminal fees in all CPA-
operated terminals.
*Suspension of fees for single entry' pass, watering 
permit,bunkering permit, and other harbor control center 
(HCC)-Approved permits.
 Commendador said the initiative aims to support 
stakeholders and the riding public, while ensuring 
continued port operations during the fuel crisis. (By RICO 
MIRASOL OSMEÑA)

the domestic shipping industry.
 The arrangement was after CPA officials led by 
General Manager Francisco Commendador III met with 
Cebu Governor Pamela Baricuatro this week.
 The Order was contained in CPA Memorandum 
Circular 4, series of 2026, by the Cebu Port Commission.

can cause public harm. So, always verify information 
through official government channels before you spread it." 
(PNA)
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Hataw-Koleksyon: P84.4B ng BOC, Bagong Liderato sa

ekonomiya.
 Pinuri rin ni Commissioner Nepomuceno ang 
lahat ng Collection Districts at mga pantalan sa buong 
bansa. Pinasalamatan niya ang dedikasyon ng mga 
frontline personnel na nagsisiguro sa maayos na daloy ng 
kalakalan habang binabantayan ang kaban ng bayan.
 “Nagpapasalamat ako sa ating mga District 
Collector, mga kawani ng pantalan, at lahat ng empleyado 
ng BOC sa buong bansa. Ang inyong sipag, disiplina, at 
tapat na serbisyo ang nagbigay-daan sa tagumpay na ito. 
Ito ay panalo para sa bawat opisyal ng Customs na patuloy 
na itinataguyod ang ating mandato nang may integridad,” 
dagdag niya.
 Layunin ng BOC na ipagpatuloy ang momentum 
na ito sa pamamagitan ng kanilang Integrity, Accountability, 
and Modernization (IAM) Program—upang matiyak ang 
isang transparent, episyente, at maka-taong serbisyo para 
sa bawat Pilipino.

****
 Pormal nang nagkaroon ng pagbabago sa 
pamunuan ng Bureau of Customs (BOC) – Port of Subic 
matapos isagawa ang turnover ceremony para sa 
pagpasok ni District Collector Arnaldo M. Saulong. Ang 
pag-upo ni Saulong, na dating Director II sa Post Clearance 
Audit Group, ay opisyal na nag-epekto noong Marso 30, 
2026.
 Sa nasabing okasyon, binigyang-pugay ang 
naging serbisyo ni Noel C. Estanislao, ang outgoing District 
Collector, na itinalaga naman ngayon bilang Acting Director 
ng Enforcement and Security Service (ESS). Sa kanyang 
mensahe, pinasalamatan ni Estanislao ang mga kawani ng 
Port of Subic sa kanilang walang sawang suporta na 
nagresulta sa makabuluhang pag-unlad ng operasyon sa 
pantalan.
 Samantala, nangako si Collector Saulong na 
ipagpapatuloy ang mga tagumpay ng port at lalo pang 
palalakasin ang koleksyon ng kita, pasilitasyon ng 
kalakalan, at pagbabantay laban sa smuggling. Alinsunod 
ito sa mga direktiba ni Commissioner Ariel F. Nepomuceno.
“Isang karangalan ang mamuno sa Port of Subic. Patuloy 
nating itataguyod ang tapat, mahusay, at integridad sa 
ating tungkulin,” ani Saulong. Binigyang-diin din niya ang 

ilang pagtugon sa direktiba ni Pangulong Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr. na paigtingin ang koleksyon ng pondo 
kasabay ng pagpapabuti ng serbisyo publiko, muling 
nalampasan ng Bureau of Customs (BOC) ang 

B

kahalagahan ng pakikipagtulungan sa mga stakeholders 
sa loob ng Subic Bay Freeport Zone upang makamit ang 
kolektibong layunin para sa pag-unlad ng ekonomiya ng 
bansa.
 Ang pagbabagong ito sa liderato ay bahagi ng 
patuloy na pagsisikap ng Bureau of Customs na paigtingin 
ang seguridad sa mga hangganan at siguruhin ang 
episyenteng serbisyo para sa bawat Pilipino.

****
 Sa pagtatapos ng National Women’s Month, 
muling pinatunayan ng Bureau of Customs (BOC) na ang 
galing ng kababaihan ay hindi lamang limitado sa apat na 
sulok ng opisina, kundi umaabot hanggang sa malikhaing 
sining na nagpapahayag ng kanilang lakas at paninindigan.
Sa ilalim ng pamumuno nina Deputy Commissioner 
Emmanuel Luis Licup at Director John Simon, inilunsad 
ang exhibit na "Empowering Women Through Art." Dito ay 
ipinamalas ng mga kawani ng Customs ang kanilang 
talento na sumasalamin sa kanilang mga kuwento at 
adbokasiya. Ayon kay Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno, 
layunin ng kawanihan na suportahan ang mga empleyado 
hindi lamang sa aspetong propesyonal kundi pati na rin sa 
kanilang mga personal na hilig.
 Isa sa mga nagniningning na bituin sa exhibit ay si 
District Collector Maita S. Acevedo ng Port of Davao. Gamit 
ang kanyang obra na "Father and Daughter," ipinakita niya 
ang lalim ng tiwala at gabay na pundasyon ng bawat 
matatag na babae. 
 Hindi r in nagpahuli si Ms. Lyka Roxas-
Mohammad sa kanyang interpretasyon ng dagat sa 
"Braving Kanagawa," habang ang mga iskultura naman ni 
Engr. Ely C. Condat ay nagbigay-diin sa biyaya at tibay ng 
mga kababaihan.
 Nag-iwan naman ng inspirasyon si Atty. Ma. 
Theresa Leonardo-Ampon ng FAVA, Inc. sa pagsasabing, 
"Ang mga babae ay maaaring maging kahit sino na nais 
nila." Bagama’t tapos na ang buwan ng Marso, 
nananatiling buhay sa BOC ang respeto at pagkilala sa 
mahalagang papel ng mga kababaihan. Ang kanilang 
kontribusyon sa serbisyo publiko at nation-building ay hindi 
lamang pang-isang buwan, kundi isang panghabambuhay 
na misyon ng kawanihan.

kanilang target para sa Marso 2026. Nakapagtala ang 
kawanihan ng kabuuang ₱84.426 bilyon na gagamitin para 
sa mga mahahalagang programa at serbisyo ng 
pamahalaan para sa mga Pilipino.
 Base sa paunang datos, nahigitan ng BOC ang 
target na ₱83.237 bilyon ng may halagang ₱1.190 bilyon 
(1.4% na pagtaas). Mas mataas din ito ng ₱4.067 bilyon o 
5.1% kumpara sa ₱80.359 bilyon na nakolekta noong 
Marso 2025.
 Binigyang-diin ni Customs Commissioner Ariel F. 
Nepomuceno na ang magandang performance ng BOC ay 
direktang magbubunga ng mas maayos na serbisyo 
publiko, pondo para sa mga imprastruktura, at suporta sa 
mga social programs na pakikinabangan ng milyun-
milyong Pilipino.
 “Ang bawat pisong nakokolekta natin ay direktang 
napupunta sa mga programang magpapabuti sa buhay ng 
ating mga kababayan. Ito ang tunay na sukatan ng aming 
serbisyo—isang pamahalaang may malasakit, may 
pananagutan, at may tunay na pakinabang para sa 
mamamayan,” pahayag ni Commissioner Nepomuceno.
 Alinsunod sa gabay ni Finance Secretary 
Frederick D. Go, patuloy ang BOC sa pagpapatupad ng 
mga repormang nakasentro sa digitalization, transparency, 
at kadalian sa pakikipagtransaksyon (ease of doing 
business). Binigyang-di in ni  Secretary Go ang 
kahalagahan ng mahusay na pagkolekta ng buwis at 
integridad ng institusyon upang mapanatili ang paglago ng 

ni Reynante Salgado.

Tutok Aduana
Port of Subic at  Sining at Lakas ng Kababaihan

Bulacan Leads with Compassion and Resolve in

s the nation confronts an unprecedented State of 
National Energy Emergency declared under 
Executive Order No. 110, Series of 2026, the A

Vic Billones III

KATROPA N'YO

Province of Bulacan emerges as a beacon of swift action 
and compassionate leadership. 
 On March 31, 2026, the Provincial Government of 
Bulacan (PGB) mobilized its full force through an 
Emergency Joint Full Council Meeting convened by the 
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council (PDRRMC), setting a decisive and unified course 
to shield the province’s most vulnerable sectors—public 
transport drivers and agricultural workers—from the crisis’s 
harshest impacts.
 Governor Daniel R. Fernando’s personal 
commitment resonates profoundly across the province, as 
he leads by example—donating his March salary and 
pledging his April salary to provide immediate financial 
relief to public transport drivers, many of whom face daily 
uncertainties amid rising operational costs. This gesture 
transcends mere policy; it embodies solidarity and shared 
sacrifice.
 In strategic partnership with local government 
units, the governor has orchestrated a comprehensive 
assistance campaign. This includes the prompt distribution 
of food packs, provision of essential goods, and activation 
of provincial resources—all carefully aligned with national 
directives—to safeguard the livelihoods of thousands.
 Provincial Social Welfare and Development 
Officer Rowena J. Tiongson confirms that over 19,000 
transport sector leaders have been engaged, with plans to 
supplement national cash aid through a provincial rice 

distribution initiative, reinforcing Bulacan’s commitment to 
holistic support.
 Transparency and accountabil i ty remain 
paramount. The activation of the provincial stockpile will 
proceed under stringent Commission on Audit (COA) 
guidelines, ensuring public trust while delivering vital aid.
 Simultaneously, Bulacan stands firmly behind the 
Presidential Assistance for Farmers and Fisherfolks 
Program (PAFFP), poised to deliver financial assistance to 
nearly 24,000 farmers and fisherfolk—fortifying the 
province’s agricultural backbone before the month’s close.
 Governor Fernando calls on all local chief 
executives to amplify these efforts, urging unified local 
action through fuel, financial support, and essential 
supplies to build a resilient Bulacan together.
 “Hinihikayat ko ang bawat local chief executive na 
ipagpatuloy at palakasin ang sama-samang pagtugon 
upang malampasan natin ang hamon na ito nang mas 
matatag,” Fernando emphasized.
 Tsk! Tsk! Tsk! Bulacan’s decisive, heart-driven 
response stands as a model of leadership and community 
spirit amid national adversity.

oOo
Bulacan Governor Takes Bold Step to Ease Fuel 

Burden for Jeepney Drivers Amid Soaring Oil Prices
 As oil prices continue to soar, Bulacan Gov. Daniel 
R. Fernando is leading by example, personally funding a 
crucial relief effort to support jeepney drivers who serve as 
the lifeblood of the province’s public transportation system. 
Beginning March 30, the Provincial Social Welfare and 
Development Office (PSWDO) launched a fuel subsidy 
program distributing P500 worth of free gasoline to 
members of the Bulacan Federation of Jeepney Operators 
and Drivers Association, Inc. (BFJODA).
 In this initial rollout, 500 jeepney drivers from 
Malolos, Baliwag, Plaridel, Pulilan, and Santa Maria 
received free fuel directly from the governor’s own 
resources—a testament to his commitment to alleviating 
the financial strain on frontline transport workers.
 “Sa gitna ng patuloy na pagtaas ng presyo ng 
langis, mahalagang matulungan natin ang ating mga 

drayber na patuloy na nagsisilbi sa ating mga kababayan. 
Ang maliit na tulong na ito ay para maibsan ang kanilang 
gastusin at masuportahan ang kanilang kabuhayan,” Gov. 
Fernando emphasized, underscoring the program’s heart 
to sustain the livelihoods of those who keep the province 
moving.
 Tsk! Tsk! Tsk! This initiative marks the first phase 
of a broader fuel subsidy campaign designed to deliver 
immediate and tangible relief to transport workers 
grappling with rising petroleum prices. The distribution will 
continue in the coming days, aiming to empower more 
drivers and stabilize the province’s vital transport sector 
during these challenging times.

Rapid Response to National Energy Emergency
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The Cavite Career Caravan opened doors to new opportunities at SM City Tanza, an initiative of the Provincial Public Employment Service 
Office. With 55 participating companies and 460 job seekers, the event successfully led to 71 hired on the spot, bringing meaningful 
employment opportunities closer to the community.

ARMYs gathered in full force at SM City Dasmariñas as fans of global K-pop group BTS filled the Main Event Center for The Return of BTS: Echoes 
of Seven. The fan celebration turned the venue into a vibrant ARMY playground, bringing music, activities, and shared moments that highlighted 
the fandom’s passion and unity. #GalaToTheMax #SMFandom #BorahaeWithSM #EveryoneAtSMDasma #SharedMomentsAtDasma
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ANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. called on 
Filipinos to embrace kindness and unity, urging them 
to translate faith into action as the nation celebrates M

Easter Sunday.
 Marking the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the 
culmination of Holy Week, Marcos said the occasion is a 
reminder that hope endures and renewal is always 
possible.
 “On this day, the empty tomb stands as a 
testament that life conquers death and hope prevails over 
despair,” the President said in his message.
 He stressed that beyond reflection, Easter calls 
for concrete acts of compassion and solidarity.
 “As a people known for resilience and deep faith, 
let us carry the light of Easter into our daily lives, not only in 
words, but in action,” he said.
 Marcos urged Filipinos to “choose compassion 
over indifference” and “unity over division,” emphasizing 
that these values are essential in building a stronger nation.
 “For in every act of kindness, in every hand 
extended to help, we become instruments of renewal for 
our entire nation,” he said.

Marcos calls on Filipinos to embrace compassion, unity
 The President further urged Filipinos to “rise with 
renewed purpose, unyielding hope, and a deep sense of 
responsibility for one another.”
 “Let us build a nation where kindness is instinct 
and unity is our strength. For when we stand together 
guided by faith, bound by love of country, and driven by a 
shared vision, there is no challenge we cannot overcome.”
 Office of the Presidential Adviser on Peace, 
Reconciliation and Unity (OPAPRU) Secretary Carlito 
Galvez Jr. said Easter is a reminder to everyone that “God 
is by our side” even in the most challenging moments.
 "The resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ 
embodies such an unwavering faith that endures hardship, 
embraces sacrifice and rises up," Galvez said in a 
statement.
 Galvez said this religious celebration shows that 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and healing are always 
possible despite the challenges facing the world today.
 "With patience, understanding and trust, we can 
overcome our divisions and move forward in purpose, unity 
and faith," he said.
 He also urged Filipinos to continue carrying the 

message of hope in their hearts by always choosing 
compassion, offering forgiveness, and working together to 
bring genuine, long-lasting peace to the nation.
 Easter Sunday is one of the most important 
Christian observances in the predominantly Catholic 
Philippines. (With Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. (Photo from Bongbong Marcos FB 
page)

ANILA – Malacañang on Friday said the Philippines 
will continue engaging with Myanmar following the 
election of military leader Min Aung Hlaing, who was M

elected president through a parliamentary vote.
 Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said the 
Philippines is taking note of recent political developments in 
Myanmar, particularly the election of Min Aung as 
president.
 “The Philippines will continue to engage relevant 
authorities and stakeholders in Myanmar through Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa P. Lazaro, in her capacity as 
Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair to Myanmar, as well as 
through our respective embassies,” Castro said.
 The Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) has sought to mediate the crisis through its Five-
Point Consensus, which calls for immediate cessation of 
violence, inclusive dialogue, humanitarian assistance, and 
the appointment of a special envoy.
 In November 2025, President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos Jr. appointed Lazaro as the Philippines’ Special 
Envoy of the ASEAN Chair to Myanmar, as part of the 

PH-Myanmar engagement continues after military leader's election win
country’s role in supporting regional efforts to address the 
crisis in Myanmar.
 Castro said the Philippines remains committed to 
supporting ASEAN’s collective efforts and urged renewed 
momentum toward the “full and effective” implementation 
of the Five Point Consensus.
 The Philippines, she said, hopes to achieve the 
cessation of violence and facilitating the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance to the people of Myanmar.
 Min Aung, who has led Myanmar’s military 
government since the February 2021 coup, was elected 
pres ident  by a mi l i tary-dominated par l iament , 
consolidating his hold on power amid ongoing political 
turmoil.
 The 2021 coup ousted the civilian government led 
by Aung San Suu Kyi and triggered widespread protests, 
armed resistance, and international condemnation, 
plunging the country into prolonged instability.
 Since then, Myanmar has faced escalating 
violence between the military and various resistance 
groups.

 The military authorities have defended their 
actions as necessary to restore order and have pledged to 
hold elections. (PNA)

Department of Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro (left) with 
Acting President Senior General Min Aung Hlaing. (Photo courtesy of 
DFA)

ANILA — Malacañang on Friday refuted claims that 
there will be an “energy lockdown” beginning April 
20.M

 “Fake news ito (That is fake news),” Palace Press 
Officer Claire Castro said in a text message to reporters.
 Castro was reacting to a social media post urging 
everyone to inform their family and friends about the 
alleged energy lockdown.
 The post called on the public to prepare their 
“power bank, solar equipment, rechargeable fan, flashlight, 
candles, lamps, foods, medicines [and] water” in 
anticipation of the supposed implementation of the energy 
lockdown.
 Netizens were also encouraged to share the false 
information shared on social media.
 Malcañang earlier said no energy lockdown is 
seen for now as the government continues to secure 
alternative fuel source amid the ongoing tensions in the 

‘Fake news,’ Palace says on alleged energy lockdown starting April 20
Middle East.
 President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has declared a 
one-year state of national energy emergency to address 
potential disruption in fuel supply and stabilize the country’s 
energy sector.
 The government is also set to expand the fuel 
subsidy program for the transport sector nationwide 
starting April 6, as part of its efforts to cushion the impact of 
rising oil prices amid conflict in the Gulf region.
 The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said Iran 
will allow the “safe, unhindered, and expeditious” passage 
of Philippine-flagged vessels, energy sources, and all 
Filipino seafarers through the Strait of Hormuz.
 The DFA said the assurance was made during 
Thursday's phone call between Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Ma. Theresa Lazaro and Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed 
Abbas Araghchi.
 It said the development is vital for the Philippines, 

as it will not only secure the safety of Filipino seafarers 
operating in the area but “also help ensure energy security 
for the country.” (PNA)

Palace Press Officer Claire Castro (File photo)

ANILA – Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa 
Lazaro and Energy Secretary Sharon Garin sought 
to deepen energy cooperation between the M

Philippines and Iran in a meeting with the latter’s top envoy 
to Manila on Wednesday.
 The two secretaries met with Iranian Ambassador 
to the Philippines Yousef Esmaeilzadeh in Pasay City a day 
after Malacañang instructed the Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) to initiate talks with Tehran to ensure the safe 
passage of Philippine-bound ships through the Strait of 

DFA, DOE discuss energy cooperation with Iran amid Mideast crisis
Hormuz.
 In a post on X, Lazaro said the two sides 
discussed “key avenues for cooperation,” and that the 
meeting builds on the momentum of Iran and the 
Philippines’ previous 2025 political talks.
 “Building on the momentum of our Political 
Consultations last November 2025, we are committed to 
deepening our cooperation across all fronts, particularly 
energy cooperation,” she said.
 The DFA declined to provide further details when 
asked about the details of possible cooperation being eyed 
by Manila and if any agreement was made related to ship 
passage in the Strait of Hormuz.
 Tehran’s has maintained a de facto blockade on 
the Strait of Hormuz following the joint military operations 
mounted by Israel and the United States on February 28, 
which targeted its nuclear sites and killed its Supreme 
Leader.
 The blockade on the waters, which is one of the 
world’s most critical maritime chokepoints, has since sent 
energy markets into shock, with rising oil and fuel prices 
prompting governments to implement austerity measures.
Marcos last week declared a state of national energy 

COOPERATION. Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro, Iranian 
Ambassador to the Philippines Yousef Esmaeilzadeh and Energy 
Secretary Sharon Garin (from left) after a meeting on Wednesday (April 
1, 2026). Lazaro, in a post on X during the day, said the meeting was 
made a day after Malacañang instructed the Department of Foreign 
Affairs to initiate talks with Tehran to ensure the safe passage of 
Philippine-bound ships through the Strait of Hormuz. (Photo courtesy 
of DFA)

emergency to address potential disruption in fuel supply 
and stabilize the country’s energy sector. (PNA)
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as pinagtibay ang kakayahan at kahandaan ng 
dalawampu’t walong (28) Agricultural Extension 
Workers (AEWs) sa CALABARZON matapos nilang M

matagumpay na makumpleto ang Expanded Basic 
Agricultural Extension Course (EBAEC)—isang pinalawak 
na pagsasanay na isinagawa sa dalawang yugto mula 
Disyembre 1–5, 2025 at Pebrero 23–Marso 26, 2026.
 Idinisenyo ang EBAEC sa ilalim ng Deployment 
and Advancement of Responsive Extension on Agriculture 
for Community Holistic Development (DA-REACH) upang 
ihanda ang mga extension workers sa aktuwal na hamon 
sa komunidad. Higit pa sa teoretikal na kaalaman, 
binigyang-diin ng programa ang pagkatuto sa aktuwal na 
sitwasyon sa pamamagitan ng mga gawaing tulad ng 
ASAP presentations, case analysis, data gathering, at 
community immersion.
 Sa community immersion, personal na nakipag-
ugnayan ang mga kalahok sa mga magsasaka at 
pamayanan. Dito nila mas malalim na naunawaan ang 
tunay na kalagayan, pangangailangan, at hamon sa 
produksyon at kabuhayan sa kanayunan. Ang karanasang 
ito ay nagsilbing mahalagang pundasyon upang 
makapagdisenyo sila ng mas angkop at makabuluhang 
extension interventions.
 Samantala, sa pamamagitan ng ASAP (Analysis, 
Strategy, Action, and Planning) presentations, naipamalas 
ng mga kalahok ang kanilang kakayahang magsuri ng 
sitwasyon, bumuo ng konkretong plano, at maglatag ng 
mga solusyong maaaring ipatupad sa kani-kanilang mga 
lugar. Ang prosesong ito ay nagpatibay sa kanilang critical 
thinking, problem-solving, at decision-making skills—mga 
kakayahang mahalaga sa kanilang papel bilang extension 
workers.
 Ayon kay Dr. Rolando V. Maningas, Ragr., Center 
Director ng DA-ATI CALABARZON, ang mga AEWs ay 
may mahalagang tungkulin bilang tagapaghatid ng 
makabagong kaalaman at teknolohiya sa mga komunidad. 
Hinikayat niya ang mga kalahok na maging handa sa 
kanilang deployment at gampanan ang kanilang papel 

AEWs sa CALABARZON, Mas Pinatatag at Mas
Handa sa Serbisyo sa pamamagitan ng EBAEC

bilang tulay ng mga programang pang-agrikultura at 
pangisdaan.
 Sa kanilang pagtatapos, nagpaabot din ng 
suporta at pagbati sina Bb. Antonieta J. Arceo, Deputy 
Director ng DA-ATI; Engr. Maria Christine C. Inting, 
National Director ng PAFES; at Engr. Remelyn R. Recoter, 
Director ng DA-ATI. Dumalo rin sina Dr. Wilmer Faylon at G. 
Manuel Dimalaluan bilang kinatawan ng DA-RFO IV-A, na 
nagpatibay sa kahalagahan ng ugnayan ng mga ahensya 
sa pagpapaunlad ng extension services.
 Sa kabuuan, ang EBAEC ay nagsilbing higit pa sa 

isang pagsasanay—ito ay isang transformational learning 
experience na nagbigay sa mga AEW ng mas malalim na 
pag-unawa sa komunidad at mas malinaw na direksyon sa 
kanilang tungkulin bilang mga tagapaglingkod sa 
agrikultura.
 Sa kanilang pagbabalik sa kani-kanilang mga 
komunidad, inaasahang mas handa at mas may 
kakayahan ang mga kalahok sa mga gawaing pang-
ekstensyon, tungo sa mas epektibong serbisyo at mas 
matatag na sektor ng agrikultura sa CALABARZON. Ulat 
ni: Janine L. Cailo, RAgr (ISS)

he Philippine Health Insurance Corp. (PhilHealth) is 
reminding self-paying members to secure their 
statement of premium account (SPA) before paying T

their premium contribution, as the “No SPA, No Payment” 
policy takes effect on Wednesday.
 Janimhe Jalbuna, head of the public affairs unit of 
PhilHealth 6 (Western Visayas), said that through the SPA, 
members would know how much premium they will pay for 
a given payment period.
 Members can obtain their SPA from PhilHealth 
Regional Offices, Local Health Insurance Offices, or 
a c c e s s  t h e  m e m b e r  p o r t a l  l i n k : 
https://memberinquiry.philhealth.gov.ph/member/ or via 
spagen.philhealth.gov.ph.
 Jalbuna said that in the past, voluntary members 
could pay over the counter in regional offices or accredited 
collecting agents. 

‘No SPA, No Payment' for PhilHealth self-paying members starts April 1
 They only need to declare the period and the 
amount they intend to pay.
 "This time, our payment is digitized. Meaning, 
depending on their declared income in the database. Our 
system automatically generates the corresponding 
premium contribution that they need to pay," she said in an 
interview on Wednesday.
 She added that members can visit their office for 
assistance, or communicate through PhilHealth-6’s 
Facebook page or Messenger for their SPA concerns.
 Data showed that of the more than 7.69 million 
registered PhilHealth members in Western Visayas as of 
February, 762,867 are voluntary or self-paying members.
 They consisted of professional practitioners, self-
earning individuals, Filipinos with dual citizenship, or living 
abroad, land-based migrant workers, and those 21 years 
old and above with the capacity to pay. (PNA)

‘NO SPA, NO PAYMENT’. Philippine Health Insurance Corp. 
implements the 'No Statement of Premium Account, No Payment' 
policy effective Wednesday (April 1, 2026). Janimhe Jalbuna, head of 
the public affairs unit of PhilHealth 6 (Western Visayas), urged self-
paying members to visit their office or communicate through 
PhilHealth-6’s Facebook page or Messenger for their SPA concerns. 
(PNA photo by Perla Lena)

ANILA – In line with President Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr.’s directive to provide necessary assistance to 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) affected by the M

Middle East crisis, the Pag-IBIG Fund has approved a 
special benefits package, allowing qualified members to 
access their savings and receive temporary relief on 
housing loan payments as they recover and rebuild their 
lives.
 Department of Human Settlements and Urban 
Development (DHSUD) Secretary Jose Ramon Aliling, who 
also chairs the 11-member Board of Trustees of Pag-IBIG 
or the Home Development Mutual Fund, said the package 
is timely as the repatriation of war-affected OFWs 
continues.
 "Ito po ang ambag ng Pag-IBIG Fund sa hangarin 
ni Pangulong Marcos Jr. para sa whole-of-government 
approach sa pagtulong sa ating mga bayaning OFWs (This 
is the contribution of the Pag IBIG Fund to President 

Pag-IBIG grants special benefits package to repatriated OFWs
Marcos Jr.'s desire for a whole-of-government approach in 
helping our heroic OFWs)," Aliling said in a news release 
Sunday.
 Under the approved benefits package, qualified 
OFW members may apply to withdraw up to 100 percent of 
their Pag-IBIG regular savings, including employee share, 
employer share and dividends earned, even before its 20-
year maturity; withdraw up to 100 percent of their Modified 
Pag-IBIG II (MP2 Savings), inclusive of returns earned, 
even before its five-year maturity; or avail of a three-month 
moratorium on housing loan payments, free from interest 
and penalties, with the loan term extended by three 
months.
 “Through this benefits package, qualified 
members may access their Pag-IBIG savings and receive 
temporary relief on housing loan payments, giving them 
more room to provide for their families and meet urgent 
needs during this difficult time," he said.
 As of February 2026, Pag-IBIG Fund has 891,427 
registered OFW members in the Middle East, including 
86,234 MP2 savers and 40,024 housing loan borrowers.
 The largest numbers are in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait.
 “We recognize that for this assistance to be truly 
responsive, it must be made available to qualified members 
in a manner that is fast, clear, and accessible,” Pag-IBIG 
Fund Chief Executive Officer Marilene Acosta said.
 “That is why we will make applications for these 

benefits available online through Virtual Pag-IBIG, while 
also ensuring that our more than 200 branches, OFW 
Centers and service offices are ready to assist members 
and their families.”
 Pag-IBIG Fund said members may access its 
services from Monday to Friday in office-based branches 
and from Tuesday to Saturday in mall-based branches, as 
well as through its digital service channel, Virtual Pag-IBIG. 

SPECIAL BENEFITS PACKAGE. Another batch of 99 Filipinos 
repatriated from Kuwait arrive on March 31, 2026 amid the Middle 
Crisis. The Pag-IBIG Fund on Sunday (April 5) said it has approved a 
special benefits package for repatriated overseas Filipino workers, 
allowing qualified members to access their savings and receive 
temporary relief on housing loan payments as they rebuild their lives. 
(Photo courtesy of DMW)
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resident Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. inspected the newly 
opened final segment of the CAVITEX C5 Link. 
 The newly opened stretch runs from Airport P

View Subdivision to the Sucat Interchange in Parañaque 
City.
 The project is a joint venture between Metro 
Pacific Tollways Corporation’s (MPTC) subsidiary, Cavitex 
Infrastructure Corporation (CIC), and the Philippine 
Reclamation Authority (PRA).
 Joining the President in the inspection were 
Transportation Secretary Banoy Lopez; Public Works 
Secretary Vince Dizon; Philippine Reclamation Authority 
(PRA) Chairman Alex Lopez; MPTC President Emeritus 
Mr. Jose Maria Lim; MPTC President and CEO Gilbert Sta. 
Maria; and Transportation Undersecretary Steve Pastor.
 Segment 3B completes the 7.7-kilometer 
CAVITEX C5 Link. It connects Manila–Cavite Expressway 
(CAVITEX) to C5 Road in Taguig City, reducing travel time 
from the usual 1.5 hours to just 15 minutes.
 The opening follows the earlier completion of 
Segment 3A-1 (C5 Flyover to Merville), Segment 3A-2 
(Merville to RSG and Airport View), and Segment 2 (Sucat 
Interchange to R1 Expressway) between 2019 and 2024.
 To immediately serve the motoring public, 

Establishing Full Connectivity from Cavite to Taguig
PBBM Inspects Newly Opened CAVITEX C5 Link Segment 3B

Segment 3B will initially open under a modified scheme for 
a seamless bidirectional travel. Eastbound motorists will 
have direct access to Bonifacio Global City (BGC), while 
westbound travelers will have a smoother route toward 
Parañaque, Las Piñas, Bacoor, and Kawit, Cavite.
 Designed as a six-lane expressway (three lanes 
per direction), the at-grade section will temporarily operate 
with four lanes (two lanes per direction) while Right-of-Way 
(ROW) concerns are being addressed. Once the DPWH 
acquires the pending ROW, the remaining portion of the 
service road will also be completed and opened in its 
planned two-lane-per-direction configuration. Construction 
of the additional expressway lanes will then begin to 
complete the full six-lane capacity for the entire stretch.
 The CAVITEX C5 Link provides efficient access to 
NAIA and C5, via key interchanges at the R1 Expressway 
(Coastal Road), Sucat Road (Dr. A Santos Avenue), and 
C.P. Garcia Avenue (C5 Road). The expressway is 
projected to serve around 36,000 motorists daily.
 By diverting heavy traffic, including commercial 
trucks, the expressway eases congestion on major arterial 
roads across Cavite and southern Metro Manila. It also 
strengthens the logistics link between the industrial hubs of 
Cavite and the commercial centers of the National Capital 

Region, supporting regional economic growth.
 Segment 3B will be free for all classes until further 
announcement. Motorists will only pay the existing toll fees 
for CAVITEX C5 Link Segments 2, 3A-1, and 3A-2. Any 
updates will be announced by the Toll Regulatory Board 
(TRB) in coordination with CAVITEX management.

Photo credit: DOTr

Photo credit: DOTr & Presidential Communications Office

Photo credit: Presidential Communications Office
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Let your body rest, your mind breathe, and your stress melt away. Experience premium relaxation at home 
with K Infinity Home Service Massage & Spa. Because self-care isn’t luxury — it’s a necessity. Send us a 
message to reserve your slot Advance booking only.

PAGBATI, PNPA SILANG-PAGLAOM CLASS OF 2026: Nakiisa si Congressman Roy M. Loyola sa ika-47 
Commencement Exercises ng Philippine National Police Academy (PNPA) na pinangunahan ni Pangulong 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. ngayong Marso 27, 2026 sa Camp General Mariano N. Castañeda, Silang, 
Cavite.Nagtapos ang 326 kadete ng “Silang-Paglaom” Class of 2026, na napili mula sa mahigit 33,000 
aplikante sa buong bansa sa pamamagitan ng mahigpit na selection process. Dumalo rin sina DILG 
Secretary Juanito Victor C. Remulla, Cavite Governor Abeng Remulla, NAPOLCOM Vice Chairperson at 
Executive Officer Rafael Vicente R. Calinisan, PNP Chief PGEN Jose Melencio C. Nartatez Jr., at PNPA 
Director PMGEN Andre P. Dizon. Bilang mga bagong graduates, inaasahang itataguyod nila ang 
katarungan at kaligtasan ng mamamayan. Mabuhay ang Silang-Paglaom Class of 2026!

Small Steps, Big Dreams: We attended the ECCD Moving-Up Ceremony of our more than 3,036 Imuseño 
children held at the City of Imus Sports Complex. We are very happy to see their vigor and determination at 
such a young age. Their every smile and success reflects the bright future we are collectively building for 
Imus City. Let's continue our support to programs that value the early formation of our children, because 
we believe that a strong foundation of education is key to a more developed Imus. #LungsodNgImus

We accommodated two batches of Financial & Medical Assistance applicants with a total of 1,861 people 
and were given assistance for their immediate needs, such as MRI of the child, payment of hospital bills, 
and other essential expenses. This is one step for our City Government to make sure that every 
GenTriseno has wider access to health services. #LetsJoinForces for the well-being of every GenTriseno! 
#FinancialAssistance #MedicalAssistance #SDG3GoodHealthAndWellbeing #AlagangGenTri

FIRE ADVISORY: Another fire incident has been recorded. Let's continue to remind everyone to be 
cautious and vigilant to avoid this kind of incident. Reminder to all: • Make sure LPG and appliances are 
turned off before leaving or going to bed • Avoid overloading the socket • Never leave a candle or cigarette 
burning • Watch out for items that can cause fire. Safety begins in our own home. Be alert and responsible 
citizen. For an emergency, call 161 immediately. Let's all be careful.

APRIL 02, 2026 | IMMEDIATE AID FOR THE FIRE IN RODRIGUEZ COMPOUND PUROK 7 BRGY. 
MOONWALK #SaDiyosSaTaoSerbisyongTotoo #sErbisyoLangpO #BagongParañaque 
#GoldStandardinOperation

Regional Women’s Month Celebration: The City Government of Trece Martires joins the celebration of the 
2026 Regional Women’s Month held at the New Provincial Capitol, Trece Martires City. With the theme “WE for 
Gender Equality and an Inclusive Society,” we continue to promote equal opportunities for all. Juana, you are 
a force of change—keep rising, fighting, and being an inspiration in every dream and every achievement. 
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